Toni Sender
energetic, rapid action is necessary, even to decreeing
the extreme penalty. But that is not essential to a
revolution. The fundamental transformation of the
economic and political system, the creative task, is far
more important, and it alone can give us the right to
speak of a genuine revolution.
In those exciting November days nobody dared to
commit himself to the regime of the past. A scene I
never shall forget was the visit of a general of the high
command of the eighteenth army corps to the more
than humble headquarters of the Workers' Council.
He arrived solemnly, dressed in civilian clothes, to
place himself at the disposal of the Workers' ,and
Soldiers' Council. He expressed an understanding of
the things that had happened these last days and,
apparently in a spirit of genuine patriotism, wanted
to support the masses in the interest of the well-being
of the nation. Only those who have known the proud
caste of German generals can realize what an amount
of self-denial this man needed for his step. Was he
sincere ? He seemed to be ; but the councils never-
theless assigned control to two of its delegates to make
sure.
' This contact with the officers of the Generalkommando
furnished a solution to the puzzle of why I had not
been arrested during the war, although some of my
less active comrades had been. One of the officers
asked me, ce Do you know, Frau x Sender, why you
1 In German political life it is customary to refer to a woman who
takes^part in public affairs as Frau (" Mrs.") whether or not she be
married. It was as Frau Sender that the author of this autobiography
became known in Germany. It was natural, on her trips to this
country, for " Frau " to be translated as " Mrs." and the author there-
fore has become known as Mrs. Sender though she never has married.
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